
Project Page Layout 
When you reserve your project entry you will 
choose the number of pages you ultimately 
want devoted to your project when published in 
Learning By Design. 

More pages allow for more descriptive text, 
plus more space to publish additional or larger 
photographs which equates to greater expo-
sure and storytelling.

1 Page: 3 photos/200 words • 2 Pages: 4-6 photos/400 words • 3 Pages: 5-7 photos/600 words

Publication Entry Fees
All entries must be prepaid. Entry fees help 
cover judging expenses, production, and print 
and digital distribution. Per page discounts 
apply to multiple pages for one project, or 
when entering multiple projects. Submit reser-
vations before the Early Bird March 17, 2023 
deadline and receive the lowest rates. 

The Learning By Design Awards projects are not just beautiful, but showcase the latest concepts in   
forward-thinking education design and practice and tell how teams collaborated to achieve excellence.

Each issue of Learning By Design reaches the members of The Association For Learning Environments 
(A4LE); The American Institute of Architects Committee on Architecture for Education (AIA-CAE); The 
Association for University Interior Designers (AUID); and district capital expenditure professionals as 
tracked by School Bond Finder. 

Questions? Contact Mark Goodman: mark@learningbydesignmagazine.com | P: 216.896.9333
Enter today at https://bydesign.secure-platform.com/a

Total Number of Pages
Early Bird Rate 

Deadline: 
March 17, 2023

Regular Rate
Deadline: 

May 26,2023

1 Page $1,995 $2,295

2 Pages $1,920/page ($3,840 total) $2,135/page ($4,270 total)

3 Pages $1,870/page ($5,610 total) $1,995/page ($5,985 total)
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Blake Bass Middle School
Sharpsburg, GA
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Manley Spangler Smith Architects, P.C.
525 E. Taylor St. 
Griffin, GA 30223
mssarchitects.com
Valdon Smith, Jr., AIA, NCARB, President
770/227-5473

DESIGN TEAM
Carter Engineering Group, Civil Engineering
Willett Engineering Company, Structural Engineering
Andrews, Hammock & Powell, Inc., MEP Engineering
J&R Construction and Development, General Contractor

OWNER/CLIENT
Coweta County School System
Newnan, GA
Dr. Evan Horton, Superintendent

KEY STATS
Grades Served: 6–8
Capacity of Students/Occupants: 887
Size of Site: 52.44 acres
Gross Area of Bldg./Space: 143,544 gsf
Space per Student: 162 sq. ft.
Cost per Student: $36,626
Square Foot Cost: $226
Project Cost: $32,487,627
Occupation Date: 7/26/2021

PHOTOGRAPHY: ©2021 RON HART PHOTOGRAPHY

Blake Bass Middle School was designed 
to relieve overcrowding at surrounding 
middle schools due to rapid growth in the 
Coweta County School System. Named 
for a Coweta native who served the 
school system in various roles for 35 years 
including teacher, coach, administrator, 
and superintendent, the school has 56 
instructional units for 887 students.

With more than 22,000 students in 33 
public schools, the Coweta County School 
System serves a growing population of 

space can also be used for small dramas 
with use of a portable stage.

Manley Spangler Smith Architects, 
P.C., has focused on school planning for 
more than 70 years, and we have seen 
many design strategies evolve related 
to school designs. As schools became 
bigger, we began to develop ideas for 
designing large schools under one roof. 
We noticed that elements of a school 
are similar to small cities. We began to 
think of small cities as an organizing 
movement.

Clear circulation may be the most 
important design strategy in planning a 
city or a school. In the built environment 
of a school, as in the city, the idea of 
safe, easy, and intuitive movement can 
lead to an increased sense of wellbeing. 
Effective organization of the building’s 
systems is also important. The service 
lanes in some cities provide a perfect 
strategy to organize major systems. 
Blake Bass Middle School incorporates 
mechanical corridors to service the backs 
of the classrooms, much like service 
lanes in cities.

over 150,000 in south metro Atlanta. To 
meet the needs of an increasing student 
population, Blake Bass Middle School’s 
ancillary spaces and site design allow for 
a future expansion of 12 classrooms and 
capacity for 1,200 students.

The school’s floor plan offers a centrally 
located work/gallery space, equipped with 
cabinets and a sink that allows students to 
work together in groups on class projects. 
Students and others in the school can view 
and learn from these projects. This flexible 
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Redbud Elementary School
Round Rock, TX
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PBK
6300 Bridge Point Parkway, Suite 2-115
Austin, TX 78730
pbk.com
Daniel De La Garza, LEED AP Principal, Senior Designer
512/340-0676

DESIGN TEAM
Darrell Pearson, Partner 
Luis Salazar, Senior Project Manager 
Daniel De La Garza, Principal Designer 
Courtney Kincade, Assistant Project Manager 

OWNER/CLIENT
Round Rock ISD
Round Rock, TX
Terry Worcester, Chief Operating Officer

KEY STATS
Grades Served: K–5
Capacity of Students/Occupants: 950
Size of Site: 14 acres
Gross Area of Bldg./Space: 123,325 gsf
Space per Student: 130 sq. ft.
Cost per Student: $38,591
Square Foot Cost: $297
Project Cost: $36,661,607
Occupation Date: 8/17/2021

PHOTOGRAPHY: WADE GRIFFITH

Redbud Elementary is a fitting name for 
a school designed around the concept of 
a Magnificent Tree. The seed of this new 
elementary school was planted from the 
district’s desire to bring biophilic design 
elements into the learning environment and 
introduce students to the importance of our 
natural world and its connection to their 
healthy development. The idea was born to 
imagine how experience could shape learning 
within a school. The district wanted to 
reimagine the experience students have when 
coming to school and a design that would 
inspire and bring joy to students. 

The school offers a multitude of 
opportunities for engagement, discovery, 
creativity, joy, wonder and adventure not 
just outside the building but within the fabric 
and structure of the interior spaces students 
use throughout their entire experience in 
school. The interior includes widespread 
use of natural-like material, natural colors 
and textures, organic shapes and forms, 
various points of prospect and refuge, and 
the integration of tree-like forms. The school 
transforms the learning environment, and 
it emphasizes the importance and benefits 
of biophilic design and how it can support 
learning and student wellness in schools.


