
           
 
 
Criteria for Rejection without Review (Desk Reject) 
 
To lessen the burden on reviewers and to avoid having authors revise papers 
unlikely to be published, we recommend you decline papers with the following 
issues: 

• Findings do not contribute to the current practice or literature 
• Findings that are purely descriptive in content 
• Repetition of well-established findings 
• Focus of study too narrow to be applied elsewhere 
• Writing that cannot be easily understood 
• Topics outside the scope of the Transportation Research Board 
• Inappropriate or offensive language 
• Endorsement or promotion of a commercial product 
• Unclear or confusing paper organization 
• Excessive length and rambling narrative 

 

If you choose to Desk Reject a paper, please provide a brief rationale for the 
author 

 

 

 


